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war with Scotland. James IV., who had already
many grounds of complaint against his brother-in-
law, was induced by Louis to avail himself of the
absence of Henry in France to cross the border.
But the Earl of Surrey proved equal to the task of
defeating this invasion. He attacked the Scotch at
Flodden and gained a completely decisive victory ;
the king, together with the larger part of his nobility,
fell on the field, and the military force of Scotland
was almost annihilated (1513). The crown passed to
James V., who was a minor, and the regency was
entrusted to the queen-mother, Margaret, owing to
the earnest desire of the Scotch for peace with
England. But her imprudent marriage to Archibald
Douglas, Earl of Angus, made the regent very un-
popular ; the Duke of Albany returned from France
and took over the leadership of the disaffected nobles,
and a state of anarchy prevailed for some years.
The French gave considerable support to Albany,
but their efforts were successfully foiled by Lord
Dacre, and after a stormy period of some ten years
Margaret and Angus triumphed. As a result peace
subsisted between the two countries for eighteen
years, until the influence of Mary of Guise led her
husband, James V., to renew hostilities with England
at the close of Henry's reign.

On the continent of Europe the accession of
Francis I. was the signal for the outbreak of a fresh
war in Italy. By his brilliant victory at Marignano
he secured the duchy of Milan (1515), and, on the
death of Ferdinand the Catholic, the difficulties of his
successor, the Archduke Charles, led to a brief truce.